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Appendix 1A 

Current Constitution and Planning Protocol  

Section E of Part Five of the Constitution - Planning Protocol 

2. PLANNING FUNCTIONS 

 

Administration of Planning Functions in Haringey 

 

2.04. The performance of the Council's planning function is largely delegated to the 

Planning Sub-Committee, and to officers of the Council pursuant to 

arrangements made under Section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972.  

Approximately 9 out of 10 planning decisions in Haringey are made by 

officers, through authority delegated to them by the Council.  This level of 

delegated decision making is consistent with other Councils across the 

Country and allows the majority of planning decisions to be determined 

promptly, allowing Members of the Committee to focus on the most significant 

and controversial proposals.   

Referring applications to the Planning Sub-committee 

2.09  All Members of the Council receives copies of the weekly list detailing the 

applications that have been received. 

2.10 Any Member and/or a local community body and/or a local residents 

association may request that an application is determined by the Planning 

Sub-Committee instead of officers under delegated authority by notifying in 

writing, within the statutory consultation period for the application, the Director 

of Planning & Building Standards/Head of Service stating the planning 

reasons for such request. 

2.11 The Director of Planning & Building Standards or the Head of Service shall, in 

consultation with the Chair of the Planning Sub-Committee, determine 

whether the request should be granted and the application referred to the 

Planning Sub-Committee to determine. In determining whether to grant a 

request, officers and the Chair of the Planning Sub-Committee shall have 

regard to whether the: 

- proposal is a significant development which has caused substantial local 
interest; 

- officer recommendation is for approval contrary to policy in the Development 
Plan or other adopted guidance; and 

- application is recommended for approval  
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2.12 The Director/Head of Service may also exercise their judgement, in 
consultation with the Chair of the Planning Sub Committee, to refer a matter 
to the Planning Sub Committee rather than be determined though officer 
delegation, even if a Member has not requested this, pursuant to paragraph 
2.07 of Section E (Scheme of Delegation) of Part Three of the Council’s 
Constitution.   

  

Sections 2 and 3 of Section B of Part Three of the Constitution - Responsibility 

for Functions: Full Council & Non-Executive Bodies. 

SECTION 2 – COMMITTEES 

8. The Strategic Planning Committee 

There is a Protocol outside this Constitution setting out how the Strategic Planning 

Committee is to operate. The Protocol shall be applied in a manner consistent with 

Committee Procedure Rules in Part 4. Any issue on procedure at the meeting shall 

be subject to the ruling of the Chair. The Protocol can be amended by the written 

agreement of the Leaders of the Political Groups on the Council. 

There is also a Protocol setting out how members of the Planning Sub-Committee 

will exercise any functions delegated to the Sub-Committee, including behaviour in 

relation to applicants, residents and other third parties, to ensure the probity of 

planning transactions and the highest standards expected in public office, which will 

also be followed by members of Strategic Planning Committee when exercising the 

same functions as the Sub-Committee. This protocol is supplementary to the 

Members’ Code of Conduct at Part 5 of the Constitution.  

The Strategic Planning Committee has all the functions which are stated not to be 

the responsibility of the Executive in Regulation 2 and Schedule 1, Paragraph A 

(Town and Country Planning) of The Local Authorities (Functions and 

Responsibilities) (England) Regulations 2000 (as amended) and in any statute or 

subordinate legislation further amending those Regulations. This includes Planning 

related Regulatory matters. 

 

SECTION 3 - SUB-COMMITTEES AND PANELS 

Section 4.2 Planning Sub-Committee 

There is a Protocol setting out how members of the Planning Sub-Committee will 

exercise those functions, including behaviour in relation to applicants, residents and 

other third parties, to ensure the probity of planning transactions and the highest 

standards expected in public office. This protocol is supplementary to the Members‟ 

Code of Conduct at Part 5 of the Constitution. 



3 
 

The Sub-Committee has all the functions which are set out below and which are 

stated not to be the responsibility of the Executive in Regulation 2 and Schedule 1 of 

The Local Authorities (Functions and Responsibilities) (England) Regulations 2000 

(as amended) and in any statute or subordinate legislation further amending those 

Regulations (references to paragraphs are to those in Schedule 1):  

(a) paragraph A - Town Planning Functions  

(A) planning applications for the erection of 10 or more dwellings and where the 

officer recommendation is for approval;  

(B) planning applications for changes of use of 1000 sq. metres or more of gross 

internal floor space and where the officer recommendation is for approval;  

(C) planning applications for the erection, or extension of non-residential buildings 

where the new build is 1000 sq metres or more of gross internal floor space and 

where the officer recommendation is for approval;  

(D) unless otherwise agreed with the Chair of the Planning Sub-Committee, planning 

applications either:  

(i) for major development as defined by the Town and Country Planning 

(Development) Management Procedure (England) Order 2015 (or any replacement 

legislation) and where the officer recommendation is for approval; or  

(ii) where a legal agreement relating to that development is required; or  

(iii) where the recommended decision would be contrary to the development plan;  

(E) unless otherwise agreed with the Chair of the Planning Sub-Committee, 

applications submitted by, or on behalf of the Council;  

(F) planning applications on Council owned land, where the Council is not the 

applicant, where significant material planning objections are received during the 

consultation process and which the Assistant Director or Head of Development 

Management, in consultation with the Chair of the Planning Sub-Committee, 

determines should be subject to members’ consideration; 

(G) planning applications submitted by or on behalf of members; or employees within 
the Planning Service or senior employees elsewhere in the Council; or their spouses, 
parents or children;  

(H) any planning application to amend an application or vary conditions or a legal 
agreement previously decided/imposed by Planning Sub-Committee and which the 
Assistant Director or Head of Development Management, in consultation with the 
Chair of the Planning Sub-Committee, considers to constitute a major or significant 
change;  

(I) any planning application where there have been objections from a single 
councillor of the Ward within which the application site is situated and/or a local 
community body and/or a local residents’ association, and a written request setting 
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out the planning reasons for the matter to be referred to the Planning Sub-
Committee has been made before the expiry of the consultation period, and which 
the Assistant Director or Head of Development Management in consultation with the 
Chair of the Planning Sub-Committee considers should be referred to the Planning 
Sub-Committee for determination;  

(b) paragraph B - Power to amend; For the avoidance of doubt, the Assistant 
Director or Head of Development Management is authorised after a Planning Sub-
Committee determination to make any alterations, additions or deletions to the 
recommended heads of terms and/or recommended conditions (and to authorise any 
such changes requested by the GLA or government body) (and to further sub-
delegate this power) provided this authority shall be exercised after consultation with 
the Chair (or in their absence the vice-Chair) of the Sub-Committee. 

 


